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Children’s Policy and Funding Initiative Workshop 

Collection of 2020-2021 Policy Initiatives and Proposals 
 
 
White House Office on Children (First Focus) 
 
QUESTION: What is needed for this initiative to facilitate a comprehensive, multi-sectoral response for ALL 
children to be a priority? 
 
Proposal: The White House Office on Children would oversee and advocate for the comprehensive well-being 
of children – both domestically and internationally. The Office on Children would coordinate children’s policy 
across the Executive Branch and advise and brief the President on key issues and policies through a child-
focused lens.  
 
The Office on Children would convene interagency committees that are focused on key issues (e.g. child 
poverty, immigration, early childhood) and include representation from key agencies. The Office would also be 
responsible for reviewing the President’s Budget. The Office on Children could also potentially establish a 
Children & Youth Advisory Council so the Administration could hear directly from children about the issues 
that impact them.  
  
o Depending on the outcome of the 2020 presidential election, we propose the White House establish an 

Office on Children. 
 
Commissioner for Children (First Focus) 

 
The core responsibilities of an independent Commissioner for Children would include promoting a coherent, 
effective, and efficient federal approach to children that includes research, legislative and regulatory child 
impact analysis, awareness raising, the promotion of the best interest of children, complaint review that would 
fulfill on obligation to listen to and help raise the voice of children to policymakers in Congress and the 
executive branch, particularly with respect to protecting children from harm and to further their growth and 
development.  
 
A Children’s Commissioner could examine policy choices, request critical data from agencies, issue reports, and 
make recommendations to Congress and federal agencies on ways to coordinate their efforts and build on best 
practices, research, and lessons learned with respect to the impact of proposed policies on children. The 
creation of such an office has a proven track record in nations all across the world, as the role of children’s 
commissioner has been established in more than 40 countries, among them the UK, Sweden, and New 
Zealand. The strategy has improved children’s wellbeing and awareness as to the unique issues of importance 
to children. 
 
o Propose that Congress pass legislation to create an independent Commissioner for Children. 
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Bipartisan Commission (Summit) on Children (White House Conference on Children) (First Focus) 
 

First held under the leadership of President Theodore Roosevelt in 1909, there have been a total of seven 
national White House conferences devoted to children. The last in conference was held in 1970 by President 
Nixon. Direct outcomes from these gatherings included the establishment of the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP) and the Child Tax Credit (CTC). In the past, each conference focused on issues relevant to the 
decade in which the conference was held. In collaboration with the international children’s community, First 
Focus on Children would request the conference expand its scoop to include an international lens.  
 
o Congress – this effort would need to be done through legislation. The last attempt to revive this effort took 

place in 2008, legislation was filed in both the House and Senate.  
 
Next Steps: First Focus on Children will host a call mid-November to discuss these concepts, and others, in more 
detail and formalize a plan to ensure we are collectively using one voice.  
 
Children’s Budget 2020 (First Focus   
 
QUESTION: What is needed for an initiative that enables a comprehensive, multi-sectoral response for ALL 
children to be a priority? 
 
NEW RESOURCE First Focus on Children is proud to introduce the 14th annual release of its signature 
Children’s Budget publication. While the COVID-19 health and economic crises have highlighted how important 
it is to put children and families at the forefront of budget decisions, far too often lawmakers fail to prioritize 
children when allocating federal resources. This year’s report details the persistence of an alarming trend: 
children continue to receive a smaller and smaller share of federal spending. Policymakers must take action to 
change course and correct this inequity. Before the pandemic, the kids were not alright. The federal 
government -- pre-pandemic -- was projected to spend $4.7 trillion in Fiscal Year 2020.  Yet, just 7.48% of that 
goes towards children, despite the fact that children make up roughly one-quarter of our 
population. Furthermore, the U.S. government investment in children overseas is not doing any better. 2020 
marks the first time that we at First Focus on Children have analyzed federal spending on children from the 
international affairs budget, which spans seven entities including the State Department and U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID). Our research finds that the dollars dedicated to aiding children globally 
reflects far less than 1% of our total spending — a dismal 0.11 percent of the overall federal budget. As a share 
of our international affairs budget, kids abroad receive about $9.54 of every $100 spent on foreign aid. 
 
* The 2020 Children’s Budget does NOT include an analysis of the funding from the COVID-19 relief packages, 
but generally discusses how children are faring with the emergency aid.  There is a brief summary, in the front 
of the book, that captures the major bills passed or those gaining traction as it relates to Covid-19. 
 
Global Partnership for Education’s (GPE) Replenishment Financing Conference and 5-year GPE Strategic Plan 
(Global Campaign for Education) 
 
The GPE is the largest global fund solely dedicated to transforming education in lower-income countries 
through a unique, multi-stakeholder partnership. It mobilizes global and national investments and brings 
partners together to help governments build strong education systems. GPE leverages billions of dollars of 
increased domestic investment and contributes to the development of sustainable national education systems. 
U.S. investment in GPE has contributed to the enrollment of 64 million more children in primary school and a 
ten percent increase in primary school completion rates (GPE). Seventy percent of its partner countries 
increased their share of education expenditure or maintained it at 20% or above in 2018 (GPE). Addressing the 
current COVID-19 emergency, GPE’s $500 million COVID-19 fund, drawn from existing donor support, has 
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helped sustain learning for up to 355 million children in 67 countries, with a focus on ensuring that girls and 
children from the poorest families, who will be hit the hardest by school closures, are not left behind. To 
respond quickly to the unprecedented need triggered by the COVID-19 pandemic, GPE has already fully spent 
its available resources. Additional funding is urgently needed to address the education emergency underway of 
unprecedented scale.  GPE will have its 4th Replenishment Financing Conference in mid-2021, based on a new 
five-year strategic plan and case for investment being developed now.  
 
Next Steps: Advocates are already rallying and organizing to push for this new strategic plan to prioritize young 
children and children with disabilities, including this Call to Action signed by over 100 organizations globally 
last month. 
 
The Global Child Thrive Act (Global Thrive Coalition: AAP, CRS) 
 
The Global Child Thrive Act (H.R. 4864/S.2715) is a bipartisan and bicameral bill that directs the United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID) to integrate early childhood development (ECD) interventions 
into current foreign assistance programs serving young children and their families. Early childhood 
development interventions include training caregivers to provide age-appropriate mental stimulation and 
nurturing care such as singing and reading as well as enabling health workers to monitor children’s 
development. By including ECD interventions into current health and nutrition programming, this legislation 
would make more effective and impactful use of our foreign aid funding. This legislation passed the House of 
Representatives and has moved over to the Senate. Senate and House leads are exploring ways to get it passed 
by the Senate this year as a stand-alone bill. There is an additional way that the bill may pass this year: in July 
the House bill was added to the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) which is currently being 
conferenced with the Senate NDAA. The House and Senate leads are pushing for the NDAA conferees to retain 
the Global Child Thrive Act amendment in the final NDAA bill. The NDAA is virtually guaranteed to pass 
Congress every year so this may be the most viable option for getting the GCT Act passed. If this legislation 
passes Congress and is signed into law, it will be important for child health and development advocates to 
work together to oversee the implementation of this law and to build support for additional funding for 
Vulnerable Children. 
 
The ACT Accelerator (AAP) 
 
The Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator, is a groundbreaking global collaboration to accelerate 
development, production, and equitable access to COVID-19 tests, treatments, and vaccines that was launched 
in April 2020 by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, CEPI, FIND, Gavi, The Global Fund, UNITAID, Wellcome, 
the WHO, the World Bank. The ACT Accelerator is working to provide LMICs with the following by the end of 
2021: 

o 2 billion COVID-19 vaccine doses 
o 245 million courses of treatment 
o 500 million diagnostic tests 

 
Although children are less likely to become severely ill with COVID-19, they can still get sick and spread it to 
others. This is especially true for adolescents. However, many tools are not developed with children in mind 
and need to go through additional approvals. As COVID-19 remains the leading global health issue in 2021, it 
would be helpful to think through how advocates can work to ensure children are able to access the new tools 
as they become available. 
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End Violence Against Children legislation (ChildFund, World Vision, Save the Children, Futures Without 
Violence, UNICEF USA, AAP) 
 
Building on the successful passage of a bipartisan resolution addressing violence against children, the VAC Task 
Force is now working with congressional offices on legislation. 
  
End Sexual Violence Against Children Act, and a U.S. Presidential Commission (Together for Girls) 
 
Proposal: The legislation would call on the President to effectively address the pandemic of sexual violence 
against children in the United States by mobilizing Congress to pass comprehensive national legislation, 
increase federal funding for programs and research, and expand federal incentives to improve state laws to 
launch large scale prevention, healing, and justice programs to prevent violence, protect survivors, and reduce 
the cost of sexual violence against children to society. The legislation would call on the President to institute a 
Presidential Commission to End Sexual Violence Against Children (The Commission). The Commission would be 
comprised of experts including researchers, practitioners, policymakers, and, importantly, adult survivors and 
would act as a catalyst to collect and synthesize data and research so that policymakers and the public would 
garner a comprehensive understanding of the crisis, the costs to society and the potential to scale-up available 
solutions to prevent, heal, and ensure justice. Call on the President to use his executive authority to officially 
declare sexual violence against children under 18 years of age a public health emergency and mandate an 
annual U.S. Surgeon General’s report.  Calls on the President to expand US leadership to galvanize global 
action to end sexual violence against children by increasing international funding to go to scale with 
prevention-healing-justice programs.  

 

Next Steps: An open letter and a 5 step action plan campaign has been created under “Keep Kids Safe” 
(#keepkidssafe), urging individuals and organizations to push lawmakers to stand against sexual violence 
against children.  
 
Feminist Foreign Policy (ICRW) 
 
The Feminist Foreign Policy resolution, created by the Coalition for a Feminist Foreign Policy in the United 
States,  calls for the adoption of a far-reaching feminist foreign policy to include foreign assistance and 
humanitarian response, trade, defense, immigration, funding and oversight mechanism. Feminist Foreign 
Policy is defined as “the policy of a state that defines its interaction with other states, as well as movements 
and other non-state actors, in a manner that prioritizes peace, gender equality, and environmental integrity; 
enshrines, promotes, and protects the human rights of all; seeks to disrupt colonial, racist, patriarchal, and 
male-dominated power structures; and allocates significant resources, including research, to achieve that 
vision….is coherent in its approach across its levers of influence, anchored by the exercise of those values at 
home and co-created with feminist activists, organizations, movements, and stakeholders, at home and 
abroad.” 
 
The resolution has been introduced by Congresswomen Speier, Lee and Frankel in the House. “A feminist 
approach to foreign policy demands that we reject oppressive policies and elevate tools to promote peace by 
prioritizing racial and environmental justice, human rights, and gender equity. Doing so will require a whole of 
government approach, including a commitment to diversity and gender parity in hiring and promotion in the 
national security and foreign policy sectors, adoption of zero-tolerance policies toward gender-based violence 
and workplace harassment, and access to reproductive health care,” said Rep. Speier, Co-Chair of the 
Democratic Women’s Caucus. 
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First 100 Days and Ending Gender-Based Violence Globally (Futures Without Violence)  
 
U.S. government in 2021 will face many pressing priorities as it seeks to undo the harm of governmental 
neglect of GBV initiatives and address the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, but it also has the 
opportunity not just to re-establish U.S. commitments to respond to and prevent GBV, but to offer a bold, 
progressive vision for ending GBV globally. It will be similarly imperative to reestablish the U.S.’s leadership on 
GBV issues in multilateral fora such as the Commission on the Status of Women, which will take place within 
the first 100 days, and in other diplomatic channels.  

1. establish a presidential initiative on Gender-Based violence  
2. establish U.S leadership to address GBV Accompanying and exacerbating COVID-19 
3. reaffirm GBV as grounds for asylum  

For more information on specific calls to action laid out, visit this link.  
 
Online Sexual Exploitation and Abuse of Children (Child Fund, ECPAT, Thorn, UNICEF USA) 
 
Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, public and media attention has largely centered on public health 
challenges and economic repercussions. However, there are secondary impacts that are no less devastating, 
including the online sexual exploitation and abuse of children (OSEAC). OSEAC is the production and online 
publication of visuals depicting the sexual abuse and exploitation of children, including pre-recorded videos 
and photographs, as well as the live streaming of abusive acts. This horrific crime has long-term consequences 
for children, damaging their psychosocial well-being and development and making them more vulnerable to 
further abuse and exploitation, including trafficking. Tackling this enormous issue going forward will require 
our ongoing work along with the joint efforts of governments, civil society, the media and the private sector. 
Data remains critical. In many places, we do not know the extent of OSEAC’s prevalence, making it difficult to 
identify which children and youth are most at risk or how they are being targeted. Governments should 
designate agencies or research entities to collect and analyze prevalence data. 
 
Women’s Global Development and Prosperity (W-GDP) (ICRW) 
 
From White House and USAID websites: The W-GDP is an initiative celebrating its first anniversary. The 
initiative is an interagency effort to advance women’s economic empowerment (WEE) through U.S. foreign 
policy and assistance, led by the White House and involving 10 agencies.  W-GDP seeks to reach 50 million 
women in the developing world by 2025 through focusing on three pillars: women prospering in the 
workforce, women succeeding as entrepreneurs, and women enabled in the economy. Additionally, under 
Pillar 3, W-GDP focuses on five foundational areas of legal reform:  
 

1. Accessing Institutions: Lifting restrictions on women’s authority to sign legal documents, such as 
contracts and court documents, and addressing unequal access to courts and administrative bodies for 
women, whether officially or through lack of proper enforcement.  
2. Building Credit: Ensuring women’s equal access to credit and capital to start and grow their 
businesses; and prohibiting discrimination in access to credit on the basis of sex or marital status.  
3. Owning and Managing Property: Lifting restrictions on women possessing and managing property, 
including limitations on inheritance and the ability to transfer, purchase, or lease property. 
4. Traveling Freely: Addressing constraints on women’s freedom of movement, including restrictions 
on obtaining passports on the basis of sex. 
5. Removing Restrictions on Employment: Eliminating barriers that limit women’s working hours, 
occupations, or tasks on the basis of sex.  
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On December 23, 2019, President Trump signed a new Presidential Memorandum to emphasize further the 
breadth of W-GDP’s Pillar 3, and the importance of these five areas of legal reform. The President directed 
departments and agencies to develop Action Plans outlining how they will advance this work, which will be 
documented in subsequent editions of the W-GDP Annual Report from 2021 forward. In the W-GDP Index, a 
new report, the White House Council of Economic Advisors estimates that if all countries addressed these five 
foundational factors it could add as much as $7.7 trillion to annual global GDP. In its first year, W-GDP reached 
12 million women through a series of U.S. government activities, public-private partnerships, and the 
innovative W-GDP Fund. The coronavirus pandemic will likely impact related factors of women’s health and 
their economic participation $122 million in W-GDP Fund progress and partnerships. 
 
Youth Peace and Security Act of 2020 (Search for Common Ground) 

The Youth Peace and Security Act of 2020 (H.R 6174) was introduced by Representative Grace Meng of New 
York’s 6th District and aims to support the inclusive and meaningful participation of youth in the peace 
building and conflict prevention, management, and resolution, as well as post-conflict relief and recovery 
efforts. The world youth population is at 1.85 billion, eclipsing the adult population of developing countries. It 
is estimated that 1 in 4 young people today are living in or are affected by armed conflict and violence. Youth 
populations have long been at the forefront of building peace in their communities - creating youth led 
movements, organizations, and networks - to mitigate negative effects of conflict and take up roles of 
preventing recurring cycles of violence. However, youth voices are often excluded from peace and security 
processes and youth are often on the bottom end of aid distribution. By establishing a policy for supporting 
youth peacebuilders, the United States can play an increasingly positive role in reducing and preventing 
conflict and promoting sustainable and inter-generational peace. Co-led by Search for Common Ground, YPS 
coalition has been formed to help make this bill into legislation. The bill is currently in the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee awaiting a ruling.  
 
Additional Initiatives 
 

o Implementation of Action Plan on Children in Adversary 
o Implementation of US Strategy on Women, Peace and Security Act 
o Implementation of US Strategy to Prevent and Respond to Gender-Based Violence 
o Improvements to the USAID Gender Policy 
o Earn It Act 
o Global Fragility Act 
o Elie Wiesel Genocide and Atrocities Prevention Act 
o Strengthen current Children in Adversity position at USAID  

 
 


