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Quick Summary

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) released a report stating
that the global Human Development Index value has declined two years in a row.
This is the first since the index was created in 1990. Ninety percent of the 191
countries studied saw their scores decline in 2020 or 2021 and children and youth
are impacted most.. The report found that “at least 1.3 billion people live in
multidimensional poverty, facing deprivations in dimensions important for human
development—including health, education and material standards of living. Half
of them are children.” Additionally, “more than half the world’s children ages
2–17— around a billion—have experienced emotional, physical or sexual

https://hdr.undp.org/system/files/documents/global-report-document/hdr2021-22pdf_1.pdf?utm_source=dailybrief&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DailyBrief2022Sep8&utm_term=DailyNewsBrief


violence, with devastating consequences for their mental wellbeing.” To read the
full report, click here.

The Lancet published an article titled “Global pandemic perspectives: public
health, mental health, and lessons for the future,” highlighting the importance of
mental health in a post-COVID world. The article states that “poor mental health is
strongly linked with social disadvantage, as well as historical and
intergenerational trauma and racism. At the personal level, poverty, childhood
adversity, and gender violence and discrimination are major risk factors for
mental and substance use disorders, interacting across the life course with each
person’s inherited constitution.” The article also cites  a “UN policy brief from May
2020, that called  for a redress of “the historic underinvestment in mental health... to
reduce immense suffering among hundreds of millions of people and mitigate long-term
social and economic costs to society.” UNICEF, in 2021, noted that “despite
widespread demand for responses that promote, protect, and care for children’s
mental health, investment remains negligible” To read the Lancet article, click here.

JAMA pediatrics, a medical journal published by the American Academy of Pediatrics,
released an article with updated numbers on Orphanhood and Caregiver Loss
from COVID -19, which showed that 10.5 million children lost a parent or caregiver
due to the virus. Along with the paper, the authors updated The Hidden Pandemic
Report. Below is some of the press coverage:

● Washington Post: 10.5 million children lost a parent or caregiver due to
covid-19 - The Washington Post

● USAToday: COVID left 10.5M children without parents or caregivers, study finds
(usatoday.com)

● NPR: Study: Nearly 8 million kids lost a parent/primary caregiver to the
pandemic: Goats and Soda: NPR

● Yahoo News: 10.5 million children were orphaned or lost a primary caregiver
due to COVID, study finds (yahoo.com)

● STATNEWS: Don't look away from the millions of orphans Covid-19 is leaving
behind (statnews.com)

● Dart Center: Early Childhood Journalism Initiative Webinar Series - Dart Center
● EurekAlert: Orphanhood, caregiver loss among children based on global excess

COVID-19 death estimates | EurekAlert!

Click here to learn more and read the JAMA article.
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The Global Women’s Institute (GWI’s) at George Washington University held a
webinar titled “Finding the Path Forward: Examining Approaches to Address GBV
among Displaced Adolescent Girls in the Global South.” Adolescent girls have
been identified as a population of concern for GBV among conflict-affected displaced
communities, which is reflected in a small, but growing, collection of research and
evaluations. However, questions remain on what kinds of interventions are most
effective in preventing and responding to GBV for displaced adolescent girls. This
webinar aimed to share what experts know from program evaluations on caring for the
needs of adolescent girls and offer lessons learned for designing interventions and
moving forward on implementation..

This event launched GWI’s Building GBV Evidence program Gaps Analysis report,
which seeks to “strengthen the quality of GBV research in refugee and humanitarian
settings and increase the capacity of humanitarian agencies to understand and conduct
quality research and M&E for GBV.” The Gaps Analysis framework included population
gaps, knowledge gaps, and methodological gaps in GBV programming. The report
found that there is “limited evidence on adolescent girls' exposure to GBV, including
early marriage, and they are resulting in needs in a variety of contexts,” and a “lack of
evaluations for GBV prevention and risk mitigation programming.” To read the full report,
click here.

Dr. Mary Elisberg, Executive Director and Founding Director of the Global Women's
Institute, presented her work on violence against adolescent girls in conflict settings,
specifically in South Sudan. She explained that “Adolescent girls are at the nexus
between violence against women (VAW) and violence against children (VAC), and as a
result, they often fall through the cracks.” She also highlighted that adolescent girls in
humanitarian settings rarely have access to sufficient social, educational, and financial
assets, including sexual and reproductive health and protection services. According to
her research, she found that in three South Sudan refugee camps, over  40%
experienced non-partner sexual violence more than once and that 60% of girls
experienced sexual violence before the age of 19. She called on organizations to
address the barriers to services for adolescents, provide adolescent-friendly services for
survivors, ensure greater synergies between child protection and violence against
women programming, and support local women's rights organizations.

Dr. Lindsay Stark, the Associate Dean of Global Programs and Professor of Public
Health at Washington University in St. Louis, presented her work on sibling support for
adolescent girls in emergencies. Sibling support for adolescent girls in emergencies
(SSAGE) is an “intervention that aims to reduce violence against adolescent girls
in humanitarian settings via a gender-focused family-based life skills curriculum

https://buildgbvevidence.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs4121/f/downloads/GWI_GapAnalysisReport_2021.pdf
https://globalwomensinstitute.gwu.edu/our-team
https://brownschool.wustl.edu/Faculty-and-Research/Pages/Lindsay-Stark.aspx


for girls, their male and female caregivers, and older male siblings.” This program
is unique because it explicitly engages with older male siblings, and the simultaneous
curriculum delivery to adolescent girls, male and female caregivers, and older male
siblings create a "layering" effect within the family. Male siblings act as
influencers/decision-makers in their sisters' lives - positively or negatively. SSAGE aims
to cultivate empathy and positive interpersonal bonds between brothers and sisters. The
preliminary findings suggest improved family functioning, attitudes toward gender equity,
and knowledge of the harmful effects of GBV.

Dr. Ekua Yankah from the Women & Health Alliance International (WAHA) spoke about
her work on a mobile phone-based platform to address gender-based violence among
adolescent Syrian refugees in Turkey. The aim of this study was to “explore the
relationship between displacement and risks of GBV among Syrian AGYW [adolescent
girls and young women] in Izmir to inform the development of a mobile phone-based
intervention that would include gender-specific SMS alerts about safety and information
about risks of violence.” She concluded that participants were open to SMS-based
programs to deliver information; the acceptability was dependent on the content and
nature of the information; adults desired to be involved in the development of future
message content for their daughters; and that adults may monitor phone usage, which
has important implications for message delivery.

Click here to learn more about this event series and the Global Women’s Institute at
George Washington University.

Events
● The OECD & Education International webinar “Teachers are crafting our

future.” September 12, 2022, at 8 am ET.
● Alliance for Peacebuilding (AfP) & the Stimson Center hybrid event “Food

Security and Conflict: The Hidden Threat to Global Security.” September 13,
2022, at 10 am ET.

● Fairplay, Eating Disorders Coalition (EDC), Common Sense, Center for Digitial
Diplomacy, & Public Citizen webinar “Ralley for Kids Online Safety.”
September 13, 2022, at 6:30 pm ET.

● The Rejuvenate project virtual event “Uncertainty: child and youth rights and
participation.” September 15, 2022, at 7:30 am ET.

● YouthPower2 virtual event “Overcoming Digital Barriers in Online Learning
and Engagement.” September 15, 2022, at 10 am ET.

● U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee hearing “The Sustainable Development
Goals and Recovery from the COVID-19 Pandemic: Implications for U.S.
Policy.” September 15, 2022, at 10 am ET.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ekua-yankah-she-her-337836205/?trk=public_profile_browsemap&originalSubdomain=pt
https://globalwomensinstitute.gwu.edu/
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https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_F4VQVoH-SJqBuoPZnBQY7g
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/overcoming-digital-barriers-in-online-learning-and-engagement-tickets-411037964617
https://foreignaffairs.house.gov/hearings?ID=499D2225-2676-4B90-86B7-D753CF82C72C


● U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee hearing “Learning Loss in Latin
America and the Caribbean: Building Better Education Systems in the
Wake of the Pandemic.” September 15, 2022, at 2 pm ET.

● The United Nations Department of Global Communications in-person event
“United Nations International Day of Peace Youth Observance.” September
16, 2022, at 9:30 am ET.

● YouthPower2 webinar “Climate Change and Higher Ed: Youth Activism in
Central Asia.” September 22, 2022, at 9 am ET.

● ResilienceLinks webinar “Resilient Youth and Their Social Ecology.”
September 29, 2022, at 9 am ET.

● The Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence Against
Children webinar “How does the climate crisis affect violence against
children?” October 1, 2022, at 9 am ET.

Reports, Articles & Resources
● Together for Girls article “Ending sexual violence against adolescent girls:
● Creating a world free from violence for all children, adolescents, and youth.”
● The Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action toolkit “Working Across

Sectors for Children’s Protection.”
● The Office of the UN Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth & the Body Shop

campaign “Be Seen Be Heard: Promoting youth participation and amplifying
young voices in public life.”

● Vice report “You Can’t Grow Food in This Country and Children are Dying.”
● RTI paper “School and classroom disabilities inclusion guide for low- and

middle-income countries.”
● The Center for Global Development blog post “A Poll of Education Officials in

35 Countries: Three Reasons the Idea of a “Learning Crisis” Isn’t Getting
Traction.”

● The Inter-American Foundation article “Involving Young People to Revitalize
Grassroots Organizations.”
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