The Weekly Pulse

NEWS FROM ORGANIZATIONS AND COALITIONS IN GLOBAL CHILD ADVOCACY
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Vol. 104: The International Children with Disabilities Protection Act, the READ Act
Reauthorization, & Keeping Girls in School Hill Event.

October 3, 2022
Calls to Action

ChildFund, InterAction, First Focus, and the American Academy of Pediatrics
(AAP) are requesting organizations to sign onto their organizational sign-on to a
letter supporting stronger oversight of funding for children and youth
programming in report language for the State, Foreign Operations, and Other
Programs (SFOPS) Appropriations bills for the Fiscal Year 2023 in the House and
Senate. The letter to leadership expresses a desire to see this language (currently
included in both the House and Senate bills’ report language) retained in the final
Explanatory Statement that will accompany the final FY 23 SFOPS bill. They hope that
not only will this language be adopted but that, once enacted, the language will prompt
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rapid implementation by the USG. If your organization is interested in signing on, please
fill out the form by Monday, October 3rd. If you have any questions, please contact
Rachel Clement at rclement@childfund.org.

Global Campaign for Education-US is seeking organizations to sign onto its
Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Conference Letter. This letter urges the U.S. Government to
ensure the highest possible funding levels in the final FY23 State and Foreign
Operations Bill for international education assistance. Specifically, the letter calls for the
adoption of the House-approved level of $985 million for International Basic Education,
including $140 million for the Global Partnership for Education and $35 million for
Education Cannot Wait, and of the Senate-approved level of $30.5 million for Vulnerable
Children in the final FY2023 State and Foreign Operations bill. To read the sign-on
letter, click here. To sign on, please add your organizational name to the end of
this letter_here.

InterAction is organizing an end-of-session letter to Congressional leadership on
bills to prioritize before the term ends. These bills include the MINDS Act (H.R.
3988), The Global Learning Loss Assessment Act (H.R. 1500), The Keeping Girls in
School Act (H.R. 4131), The READ Act Reauthorization Act (H.R. 7240 and S. 3938),
The Hunger in Conflict Resolution (H.Res. 922), The Global Food Security
Reauthorization Act (H.R. 8446) and the Madeleine K. Albright Democracy in the 21st
Century Act (S. 3317). Each of the bills listed has bipartisan support, is introduced in
both houses, and has cleared out of at least one committee. To read the sign-on letter,
click here. Please complete this sign-on_form by Friday, October 14 to join.

Quick Summary

The International Children with Disabilities Protection Act was introduced in the
Senate last week, led by Democratic Senator Robert Menendez, Chair of the Foreign
Relations Committee, and Republican Senator Jerry Moran of Kansas. This legislation
is a direct result of the Children’s Policy and Funding Initiative. The bill aims to
support families of children with disabilities and their communities around the
world and enable greater inclusion and prevent institutionalization. The bill
establishes a small grants program of $10 million per year over five years at the US
Department of State’s Office of Democracy, Rights, and Labor (DRL) for people with
disabilities and families of children with disabilities working to bring about policy and
program reforms in their own countries. The bill also includes funding for an
international training program to support effective community inclusion and
deinstitutionalization of children with disabilities. Other co-signers of this bill include
Senators Dick Durbin (D-Il.), Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), Marsha
Blackburn (R-Tenn.), Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.), Thom Tillis (R-N.C.), Tim Kaine
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(D-Va.), Tammy Duckworth (D-IIl.), Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.), and Chris Murphy (D-Conn.).
To read the bill, click here.

The U.S. House of Representatives passed the bipartisan READ Act
Reauthorization (H.R. 7420), reauthorizing the READ Act of 2017 for an additional five
years. The READ Act Reauthorization is the policy of the United States Government to
work with partner countries, other donors, multilateral institutions, the private sector, and
nongovernmental and civil society organizations, including faith-based organizations, to
promote quality basic education through programs and activities. It also requires the
President to submit a comprehensive integrated United States strategy to promote basic
education. It now awaits to be heard in the Senate. Click here to read the full Act. and
click here to watch the full statement.

Spotlight

The Basic Education Coalition, ChildFund, Futures Without Violence, Plan
International, UNICEF USA, and World Vision US organized a House briefing on
Thursday, Sept 22 to build momentum toward passage of the Keeping Girls in
School Act. The event featured remarks from the bill’s lead sponsor, Rep. Lois Frankel
(D-FL), and lead cosponsor Rep. Michael Waltz (R-FL) as well as spontaneous closing
remarks from Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX). The program centered around a panel
moderated by ChildFund’s Erin Kennedy where Plan International youth advocates, Tia
El Tenn and Victoria Bradley, spoke about their lived experiences and activism, while
World Vision’s Alisa Phillips spoke about the benefits and return on investment that girls’
education provides. UNICEF Ambassador Sofia Carson also traveled to Washington,
DC to drive attention to this bipartisan legislation. The event was standing room only
and served as a valuable stepping stone in advancing this bill. Photos can be found
here.

Events

e Global Campaign for Education virtual event “Transforming Education
Summit: What's next?” October 3, 2022 at 8:30 am ET.

e The OECD webinar “The state of world education. Special focus: tertiary
education & education finance.” October 5, 2022, at 9 am ET.

e First Focus on Children virtual event “The Children's Budget Summit 2022.”
October 6, 2022, at 1 pm ET.

e The ILO Office for the USA and Canada,& the U.S. Department of Labor’s
Women'’s Bureau webinar “Uniting to End GBVH in the World of Work:
Collaboration through Legislation and Bargaining.” October 18, 2022, at 2
pm ET.
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e The NGO Panel on Children Deprived of Liberty in-person event “Global Forum
on Justice for Children and Deprivation of Liberty.” November 8-9, 2022.

Reports, Articles & Resources

USAID policy report “Youth in Development Policy.”
USAID report “Safety/Security-Sensitive and Trama-Informed Stakeholder
Consultations with Members of Marginalized Groups.”

e The Bracket Foundation article “Gaming in the Metaverse: The Alarming Rise
of Online Sexual Exploitation and Abuse of Children Within the New Digital
Frontier.”

e The Guardian article “Horn of Africa drought puts 3.6m children at risk of
dropping out of school.”

e Girls Not Brides guidelines “Guidelines for ethical communications around
child marriage: Principles, best practice, and tools.”

e UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence Against
Children article “Child-friendly version of the report to the General Assembly
2022: A safe and healthy environment for and with all children.”

e UN Special Rapporteur report “Report of the Special Rapporteur on the Sale
and Sexual Exploitation of Children, Including Child Prostitution, Child
Pornography, and Other Child Sexual Abuse Material.”

e UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) report “Report of the
Committee on the Rights of the Child to the 77th Session of the UN General
Assembly.”

e UNGA annual report “United Nations General Assembly: Promotion and
protection of the rights of children.”

e Ukraine Children’s Care Group resources “Addressing the Need for Foster
Care in the Context of the Ukraine Crisis.”

e Better Care Network and Disability Rights International (DRI) report
“Addressing the Situation of Children with Disabilities in Residential Care
as Part of the Ukraine Response.”

e The Women’s Refugee Commission report “Urgent Service Needs,
Appropriate Restitution, and Policies Needed to Prevent a Future
Administration from Separating Families.”

Professional Opportunity

Wellspring Philanthropic is seeking to hire a Global Children’s Rights Program
Officer who will be based in the Washington DC office. The Global Children’s Rights
(GCR) program “catalyzes action to realize rights and advance social justice for all

children, with specific emphasis on girls in all their diversity, and gender justice. GCR
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aims to encompass an intersectional feminist approach.” The Program Officer will work
collaboratively within the GCR team to evolve and implement new strategic efforts,
particularly for the Advance Girls’ Education and Skills theme, in the focus areas of
Latin America and East Africa. The goal of this theme is that more girls have equal
access to and better completion rates of quality education and skill-building programs.
The approach is that families, communities, and institutions work with and for girls and
children to dismantle systemic barriers that perpetuate gender-related disparities in the
attainment of education and skills. To learn more and apply, click here.
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