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Call to Action

Save the Children is calling on President Biden to open more humanitarian pathways
for displaced Afghan children and their families seeking safety in the United States.
Right now, 10 million children in Afghanistan are in need of humanitarian assistance and
80,000 children have fled their homes due to violence. Save the Children wants the U.S.
government to expand “access to humanitarian parole, removing onerous barriers in the
visa application process and facilitating a robust refugee resettlement effort”. Click here
to take action and learn more.

Quick Summary

https://savethechildrenactionnetwork.org/actions/president-biden-protect-afghan-children-families/?sl_tc=SCUS_Twitter


At the United Nations High-Level Ministerial on the Humanitarian Situation in
Afghanistan held on Monday, September 14, UN Secretary-General António Guterres
warned of a looming humanitarian crisis and called on the international community to
provide $606 million in emergency humanitarian aid, which it surpassed. The New York
Times detailed that over 1 million children are at risk of death from severe acute
malnutrition this year due to the Taliban takeover. According to the United Nations, the
poverty level has skyrocketed and basic public services are collapsing since the Taliban
took over in the last month. Henrietta H. Fore, the Executive Director at UNICEF also
stated that “Nearly 10 million girls and boys depend on humanitarian assistance just to
survive...At least one million children will suffer from severe acute malnutrition this year
and could die without treatment”. The World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, and
many Western countries have halted various humanitarian projects.

Aljazeera reports that the Taliban will allow women to study in “gender-segregated
universities”. Higher Education Minister Abdul Baqi Haqqani said “female university
students will face restrictions that include a compulsory dress code… hijabs will be
mandatory but did not specify if this meant compulsory headscarves or also compulsory
face coverings.” Many human rights groups are doubtful of this announcement due to
the ban on women’s participation in sports and violence used against rights activists in
the past couple of days.

The Girls LEAD Act NGO Working Group is holding a Girls LEAD Act Virtual
Lobbying Day October 7th. The Girls LEAD Act “recognizes and promotes girls’ civic
and political leadership as a priority in U.S. foreign assistance, particularly in efforts to
promote and build strong and inclusive democracies and good governance”.
Participants will “meet with Congressional Staff to talk about why they support the bill,
and how it will accelerate girls’ leadership around the world, if passed”. Anyone with
interest in advocating for girl’s education is able to join and training will be provided
beforehand. This event is leading up to the International Day of the Girl on October
11th.

Amnesty International released a report titled “Niger: ‘I have nothing left except
myself’: The worsening impact on children of conflict in the Tillabéri region of Niger”.
This report highlights the worsening conditions for children in the Tilabéri region,
between Mali and Burkina Faso. Amnesty cites that “Armed groups have perpetrated
war crimes and other human rights abuses. Their attacks have forced many schools to
close, robbing tens of thousands of children of an education. Older boys have been
targeted for recruitment and killed. In some areas, women and girls have been
prohibited from activities outside the home and, at times, forced to marry fighters”. The
Niger military has done little to protect civilians and prevent future attacks.

https://www.unocha.org/high-level-ministerial-meeting-humanitarian-situation-afghanistan
https://www.unocha.org/high-level-ministerial-meeting-humanitarian-situation-afghanistan
https://unsdg.un.org/latest/blog/remarks-high-level-ministerial-meeting-humanitarian-situation-afghanistan
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/13/world/asia/afghanistan-united-nations-crisis.html
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-high-level-ministerial-meeting
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/12/taliban-say-women-can-study-in-gender-segregated-universities
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/10/un-condemns-talibans-violence-against-peaceful-protesters
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfnXU0wTbSW1TmUMkJ1wMkgGUxsylkVCB_vvpUmtoYhtvgqhw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfnXU0wTbSW1TmUMkJ1wMkgGUxsylkVCB_vvpUmtoYhtvgqhw/viewform
https://girlsleadact.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Girls-LEAD-Act-Policy-Brief_7.2021.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr43/4627/2021/en/


Virtual Events
● The Ford Foundation webinar “Progress to end child marriage: a decade of

driving forward” 20 September, 2021 8:30am EST.
● The Alliance for Peacebuilding, NewGen Peacebuilders, Outward Bound

Peacebuilding, & Rotary International Zones 34 & 35 launch of the “Youth and
Peace in Action (YPA) Initiative”. 21 September, 2021. Brookings event on
“Transforming education systems through family-school collaboration” 30
September, 2021 10am EST.

● FHI 360, UK’s Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office & USAID
roundtable on “Fostering Systemic Change for Adolescent Girls’ Education”. 6
October 2021 9:30am EST.

● Keep Children Safe conference “Faith and child safeguarding” 8-11 November
2021.

Spotlight

The UNHCR Committee on the Rights of the Child held it’s Day of General
Discussion: “Children’s Rights and Alternative Care” this week. The goal of this
discussion was to “examine broadly the current situation regarding alternative care in its
complexity, identify and discuss particular areas of concern with regard to the
unnecessary separation of children from their families and appropriate ways to respond
to family and child separation in cases where it is unavoidable”.

Given the focus on alternative care, there was a lot of discussion around engagement
for children and youth who have experienced the child protection system, the issues
within these alternative care systems, and how COVID-19 has impacted these efforts.
The committee also acknowledged the abuse children face within these systems and
the harm of family separation. The committee called to “expand opportunities to learn
from evidence about alternative care options and evidence about what constitutes
quality alternative care”, “explore efforts towards the development or strengthening of
fully-integrated child protection systems”, and “explore innovative approaches to
alternative care for children in particularly vulnerable situations”.

Reports, Articles & Resources

● End Violence Against Children publication “Disrupting Harm”.
● Oxfam report “Social Norms Structuring Masculinities, Gender Roles, and

Stereotypes: Iraqi men and boys’ common misconceptions about women and
girls’ participation and empowerment”.

https://progresstoendchildmarriage.splashthat.com/
https://www.ypakickoff.org/
https://connect.brookings.edu/register-to-watch-transforming-education-systems-through-family-school-collaboration?utm_campaign=Events%3A%20Global%20Economy%20and%20Development&utm_medium=email&utm_content=159059411&utm_source=hs_email
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xNt5pIO2QyGEdlHEjz1T8g
https://faith-and-child-safeguarding.heysummit.com/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/Discussion2020.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/Discussion2020.aspx
https://www.end-violence.org/disrupting-harm
https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/social-norms-structuring-masculinities-gender-roles-and-stereotypes-iraqi-men-and-boys?mc_cid=f413b0a34c&mc_eid=8b6e401885


● The Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action course on
“  Protecting Children During the COVID-19 Pandemic: Adapting Child Protection
Programming”.

● United Nations Girls’ Education Initiative toolkit “EiE-GenKit”.

Job Opportunity

Senior Manager, Children and Youth Initiative at InterAction

InterAction is seeking an experienced team member to contribute to our policy work by
advancing the sophistication and effectiveness of our advocacy efforts in areas related
to children and youth internationally. Key aspects of this role include: representing and
coordinating closely with InterAction’s members working on these issues across a wide
range of topics spanning health, education, conflict and more; contributing meaningfully
to conversations and strategies (within our coalition and with other organizations and
networks) for promoting the welfare of children as a whole, and managing related grants
and staff.
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https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/protecting-children-during-covid-19/2
https://www.ungei.org/campaign/eie-genkit
https://workforcenow.adp.com/mascsr/default/mdf/recruitment/recruitment.html?cid=7b84b474-d1fc-4b3a-82ce-530ced2b5153&ccId=19000101_000001&lang=en_US

