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Children’s Policy and Funding Initiative 
Workshop – October 2020 

 
 

Initiative Leadership 
 
Dan Lauer, Senior Program Officer for Global 
Development and for the Children in Families 
initiative at GHR Foundation, and Advisory 
Committee Member for the Children’s Policy and 
Funding Initiative 
 
Krista Riddley, Program Officer, Global Child Rights 
– Realizing Rights for Girls and Boys at Wellspring 
Philanthropic Fund, and Advisory Committee Co-
Chair for the Children’s Policy and Funding Initiative 
 
Maureen Greenwood-Basken, Interim Director, 
Global Child Rights – Realizing Rights for Girls and 
Boy at Wellspring Philanthropic Fund, and Advisory 
Committee Co-Chair for the Children’s Policy and 
Funding Initiative 

Vicky Rateau, Program Officer and Campaigns 
Advisor for the Prevent Child Sexual Abuse Program 
at Oak Foundation, and Advisory Committee 
Member for the Children’s Policy and Funding 
Initiative 
 
Ariel Carroll, Program Manager of the Children’s 
Policy and Funding Initiative at the Tides Center 
 
Kaitlin (Katie) Lee, Research Fellow, Strategy for 
Humanity  
 
Maria Alexandra (Alex) Arriaga, Founder and 
Partner at Strategy for Humanity, and Senior 
Strategy Advisor for the Children’s Policy and 
Funding Initiative at Tides Center 

 
 

Technical Support 
 

Jenny Kelley 
Executive Coordinator at Strategy for Humanity, 

and Associate at Boldly  
 
 

 

Guest Speakers – Day 1
 
Kyle Kondik, Director of Communications and 
Managing Editor of Sabato’s Crystal Ball at the 
University of Virginia Center for Politics 

Sean Carroll, President and CEO of Anera, former 
Chief of Staff and COO at USAID

 
Participant Featured Presenter – Day 2 

 
Ambassador Donald Steinberg 

Senior Fellow for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion at InterAction,  
former Deputy Administrator at USAID 
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Workshop Participants 
 
Anne Smith, Global Director, 
Changing the Way We Care, 
Catholic Relief Services 
 
Bruce Lesley*, President, First 
Focus on Children  
 
Carolyn Moore, Policy & 
Advocacy, SPOON Foundation 
 
Chelsea Ullman, Research 
Scientist, Global Women’s 
Institute, The George Washington 
University 
 
Chrissy Hart, Senior Advisor, 
Together for Girls  
 
Daniela Ligiero, CEO, Together 
for Girls 
 
Eli Oswald, Executive Director, 
Faith to Action Initiative  
 
Emily Cashman Kirstein, Policy 
Director, Thorn  
 
Eric Rosenthal, Executive 
Director, Disability Rights 
International  
 
Erica Dahl-Bredine, Director, 
Global Influence, Learning & 
Engagement, Changing the Way 
We Care 
 
Erin Kennedy, Senior Director, 
External Engagement, ChildFund 
International  
 
Florence Martin, Director, Better 
Care Network  
 
Jedd Medefind, President, 
Christian Alliance for Orphans  
 
Jeff Meer, U.S Executive 
Director, Humanity & Inclusion  
 
Jennifer Rigg, Executive 
Director, Global Campaign for 
Education- U.S. 
 

Jenny Marron, Director, Public 
Policy & Government Affairs, 
InterAction 
 
Joan Lombardi, Senior Scholar, 
Center for Child & Human Dev., 
Georgetown University 
 
Joanne Carter, Executive 
Director, RESULTS 
 
Kathy Carney Sacco*, Vice 
President, International Children's 
Policy, First Focus on Children 
 
Lauren Lamb, Senior Director, 
Grassroots Advocacy, First Focus 
on Children  
 
Leila Milani, Senior International 
Policy Advocate, Futures Without 
Violence  
 
Leila Nimatallah, Senior Policy & 
Legislative Specialist, Catholic 
Relief Services  
 
Lori Cohen, Executive Director, 
ECPAT USA  
 
Luci Meade, Program Associate, 
Global Development, Policy, & 
Learning, InterAction  
 
Lyric Thompson, Senior 
Director, Policy & Advocacy, Int’l 
Center for Research on Women  
 
Mandy Slutsker, Director, Global 
Child Health Advocacy, American 
Association of Pediatrics  
 
Mark Engman, Managing 
Director, Policy & Advocacy, 
UNICEF USA 
 
Messellech “Selley” Looby, 
Senior Vice President, 
Development & Strategy, First 
Focus on Children 
 
Michael Chasnow, Senior 
Advisor, Tides Center  

 
Michael J. Gibbons, The 
American University 
 
Michelle Brané, Senior Director, 
Migrant Rights & Justice, 
Women’s Refugee Commission  
 
Minky Worden, Director of 
Global Initiatives, Human Rights 
Watch 
 
Miriam Abaya, Senior Director, 
Immigration & Children’s Rights, 
First Focus on Children  
 
Nancy Kay Blackwell, Executive 
Director, Congressional Coalition 
on Adoption Institute (CCAI)  
 
Nate Lace, Policy Advisor for 
Children Protection, World Vision  
 
Noam Unger, Vice President, 
Development Policy, Advocacy & 
Learning, InterAction  
 
Priscila Rodriguez, Associate 
Director, Disability Rights 
International  
 
Roxanne Paisible, Senior 
Manager of Children & Youth, 
InterAction  
 
Saji Prelis, Director, Children & 
Youth Programs, and Co-Chair of 
the Global Coalition on Youth, 
Peace & Security, Search for 
Common Ground  
 
Sue Swenson, President, 
Inclusion International  
 
Ambassador Susan Jacobs 

 
Taylor Draddy, Director of Policy, 
Congressional Coalition on 
Adoption Institute (CCAI) 
 
Terry FitzPatrick, Director of 
Communications & Advocacy at 
Free the Slaves
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