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WELCOME & 
INTRODUCTIONS
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Agenda

• DAY 1 – SHARE AND BUILD ON WHAT WE KNOW
• Introductions

• Children’s Policy and Funding Initiative
• Advocacy Map and Introduction of Major Initiatives
• Political Projections, Global Trends, Emerging Needs 
• Reflections and Preview 
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DAY 2 – EXPLORE PRIORITIES & RECOMMENDATIONS
• US Government – Past and Future: What does it Take?
• Planning for 2021 

• Opportunity Analysis (Small group discussions)
• Joint Priorities and Recommendations 
• Wrap Up and Next Steps



Children’s Policy and Funding Initiative
The Children’s Policy and Funding Initiative seeks to: 

• Foster a stronger, more collaborative, learning-centered field that achieves systemic change 

to eliminate sexual abuse and other forms violence, improve care, and advance rights and 

well-being for children, girls and adolescent. 

This approach, will lead Initiative activities to:

• Protect, increase, and improve U.S. government funding, policies and programming for 

children, girls, and adolescents internationally. 

The emphasis is on:

• Enhancing knowledge sharing and collaboration within the advocacy community, so that…. 

• Advocates enhance each others’ efforts and strengthen a whole child approach, while 

focusing on their distinct areas of expertise, so that….

• Policymakers are better informed and champion a whole child approach in foreign assistance 

and foreign policy. 



WORKSHOP OBJECTIVES
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Mutual learning and knowledge sharing across sectors, 
enhance networking across coalitions, and build upon 
existing cross-sectoral collaboration

Facilitate

Interest in and opportunities for greater collaboration 
across coalitions and sectorsExplore

Strategic policy initiatives/legislative proposals that are 
relevant to various sectors and the possibility of 
pursuing holistic multi-sectoral approaches/initiatives

Consider

Next steps to support advocates’ efforts, advance key 
initiatives, and build a whole child approach Recommend



US Government – Past and Future: 
What does it Take? 
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Ambassador Donald Steinberg, Senior Fellow for 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion at InterAction; 
former Deputy Administrator, United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID)
Ambassador Steinberg brings 40 years of 
leadership experience advancing issues affecting 
children and adolescents, increasing gender 
equality, and enhancing diversity, equity, and 
inclusion approaches within the U.S. 
government and at major non-profits.

[Full Statement Available in Shared Folder]



Participant Input: How to Achieve Priority Status
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- Ensure that USG lead has authority, credibility, including authority to create cohesion across missions and 
other stakeholders to focus on the whole child, families, other priorities. Need engaged process, that is 
intersectoral, and enforceable, with clear lead, authority, and ownership.

- Intersectoral approach is important.
- Need congressional champions for to the Action Plan, and to provide leadership and focus attention. 

Congressional candidates ‘get’ this issue, there is an opportunity there.
- Coordination between administrations, between agencies and across offices
- Address mid-level staff, by providing training and integrating into performance reviews.
- The difference between resources for children in international and domestic contexts is stark ($25m for 

Office on Children in Adversity). Ensure funding makes it to end goal and population. Need to use resources 
more wisely through intersectoral efforts.

- Consistency in US policy and actions is critical (US-border family separation, public charge).
- Look to gender sector to glean areas of success (action plan, resources, authority) but not as gold standard 

(legislative mandate missing).  Look at presidential and legislative success of PEPFAR.  Be prepared to 
relinquish some control with lead lawmakers.

- As advocates, be prepared to look past differences and focus on similarities to create a large, more inclusive 
circle of advocates. Take care not to recreate the wheel, but instead to connect, collaborate, and grow the 
advocacy circle. (E.g THRIVE, GBV, other coalitions that are strengthening champions in Congress and USG.) 

- Identify where research exists and is needed to support policy and advocacy
- Define whole child approach vision – e.g. whether as a vertical or prioritization across all aspects of work –

and consider how best to implement and activate across sectors
- Consider what it take to institutionalize and to create an effective cross-government tracking mechanism. 
- Leverage interest in children and address ignorance (pushback is not the issues). A high-level coordinator 

could address this.
- Consider best placement of a potential WH Office on Children to ensure critical attention to international 

issues. Consider placement at NSC to emphasize international children’s issues.



Discussion: Whole Child Approach
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- Addresses ALL children
- Child-centered lens
- Takes into account the multidimensional range of needs, values, skills and contexts
- Enhances physical, social, emotional, relational, educational, intellectual, and 

spiritual aspects of the child’s life, including the active engagement and support of 
their family and community. 

- Integrates issues, recognizing that myriad approaches are inter-related and 
necessary, including healthy child development, wellbeing, rights, and social justice.

- In child development approach, human growth involves a myriad of inter-
related and interdependent interventions and supports, and requires children 
of all abilities, including those with special needs, to grow up where their 
multidimensional range of needs, values, skills and contexts are met. 

- A rights-based approach recognizes the evolving capacities of the child or girl 
and calls on adults around the child to make room for the child’s voice; it 
identifies the need for the child ‘s agency including ability to make meaningful 
choices, have leadership opportunities, and have opportunities for collective 
organizing.   

- A social justice approach calls for shifting power and resources to those 
directly affected, young people directly to set the agenda and define 
challenges and solutions. 
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2020-2021 POLICY INITIATIVES & PROPOSALS
- White House Office on Children, 

Commissioner for Children, Bipartisan (White 
House) Commission (Summit) on Children

- Children’s Budget
- Global Partnership for Education’s (GPE) 

Replenishment Financing Conference and 5-
Year Strategic Plan

- Global Child Thrive Act
- End Violence Against Children legislation
- End Sexual Violence Against Children 

legislation, Presidential Commission
- Women’s Global Development and Prosperity 

(W-GDP)
- Feminist Foreign Policy
- First 100 Days and Ending Gender-Based 

Violence
- Online Sexual Exploitation and Abuse of 

Children (OSEAC)
- Youth, Peace and Security Act of 2020

- Implementation of Action Plan on 
Children in Adversary

- Implementation of US Strategy on 
Women, Peace and Security Act

- Implementation of US Strategy to 
Prevent and Respond to Gender-Based 
Violence

- Improvements to the USAID Gender 
Policy

- The ACT Accelerator
- Earn It Act
- Global Fragility Act
- Elie Wiesel Genocide and Atrocities 

Prevention Act
- Strengthen current Children in 

Adversity position at USAID 
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Opportunity Analysis for 
2021, Small Group 

Introduce yourselves. Assign a note-taker and presenter. Pick one policy 
proposals/legislative initiatives to focus on for this session.

Initiative: 

Why did you select this 
initiative?

What aspect of this 
initiative will most 

appeal to the 
Administration? 

How will Congress 
respond/act on this 

issue?

What tactics will be 
needed? 

Which allies will be 
most influential? (specific 

group, MC’s, Trump/Biden officials) 

Break Out Group Discussions 
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Reflections & Key Takeaways
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THANK YOU!


